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Beltran waits impatiently. Who will be his 
youngest child? Will it be a princess he 
could protect, for she will be as beautiful 
as her mother Marina? Or will there be 
another warrior born in the Loyola fam-
ily? Finally, a boy is put to his arms. The 
boy stares into his father’s face with bright 
eyes. 

“We will name him Ignatius.” says the 
father. Ignatius means fire. 

Ignatius continues to grow, play, and 
sometimes he tussles with his older broth-
ers. But his carefree life as the youngest, 
a little spoiled and mischievous child is 
shaken up by the sad death of his mother 
and, a couple of years later, his father.

 Ignatius feels like he will now have to 
find his place under the sun all by him-
self. 

What is your special place in your family? 

The child with a Fiery Look
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What are your dreams?  What would like to become in life?

His father’s friend Juan, who takes care of 
the wealth at the Castile Court, decides 
to take Ignatius under his wing. At the 
court, Ignatius discovers new horizons 
and enjoys his court life. 

He goes hunting with his friends, plays 
card games, participates in various 

competitions and tournaments and has 
a lovely time at evening balls where he 

courts beautiful young ladies.

Sometimes, the parties make him feel 
empty and he gets bored. He escapes his 
boredom by reading books about knights 
and pictures himself as the best, the brav-
est and the most famous knight. 

He imagines how everyone admires him 
and how he is the one that wins over the 
heart of a beautiful princess Katalina. 

Playful Dreamer
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Ignatius follows his dream. He indeed be-
comes a knight and a soldier. One day, his 
army is attacked by a stronger and larger 
one.The opponents’ cannons are terrify-
ing. The commander and other soldiers 
get scared and decide to surrender. Every-
one except Ignatius. 

For him, fear does not exist, 
there is only pride. 

He cannot stand the thought of surrender. 
Brave knights simply cannot do such a 
thing. They cannot let their king down. 
With his fire and glow, he persuades his 
comrades and the commander to keep 
fighting. They fight bravely and protect 
the Citadel of Pamploma.

Until...

Have you also done something very brave 
that you are proud of? 

The Bravest Knight 
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The opponents start shooting with their 
cannons. 

A ball hits Ignatius 
and hurts both his legs. 

His comrades lose. He is left to his ene-
mies for better or worse. 

Yet, the opponents respectfully take care 
of the wounded, for they admire his brav-
ery, which helped him fight until the end, 
despite the supremacy. They carry him to 
his home, Loyola mansion.  Physicians 
have to perform two extremely painful 
surgeries to set Ignatius’ bones in the 
right place to heal the way he would like 
them to. 

Yet, the pain of defeat is worse than bone 
setting and sawing. 

Have you ever experienced a painful defeat?

What Has the Cannon Ball Done?
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During his recovery, Ignatius is bored by 
lying in bed. He asks his relative to bring 
him knight novels which have always kept 
him busy. Magdalena does not find any-
thing else except a book about the life of 
Jesus and a book about saints.

Thus, Ignatius starts reading religious 
books, and thinks about them.

Sometimes, he gives in to his past dreams 
about glory and a princess. He notices an 
even more important battle happening in 
his soul than the one in Pamplona.

Thoughts of Jesus and saints make him 
feel alive and happy, while his dreams of 
glory leave him empty, despite delights. 

How should he understand that? 

Have you ever noticed that certain thoughts and things you do 
fill you with joy and peace while others leave you dissatisfied 

despite delight?

The Battle of the Sickbed
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When Ignatius recovers a little, he leaves 
his mansion and limps to a pilgrim place 
called Montserrat. He confesses to a 
monk more than just a few sins that he 
has comitted in his life. Now, he is very 
sorry. 

From now on, he decides to live his life 
the way Jesus wants. He will become His 
knight and the Virgin Mary will become 

the princess of his heart.

He lays down his sword and dagger in 
front of her statue. He gives his knightly 
outfit to a beggar and, instead, puts on 
clothes made of sack fabric. The poor 
beggar is beaten up, because people think 
he has stolen Ignatius’ clothes. Soon, they 
learn that Ignatius has changed his life 
completely. He takes off to a place called 
Manresa where he lives like a beggar, 
helps the poor and prays a lot. 

Have you ever done something that you know Jesus would like? 

A New Jesus’ knight 
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Ignatius decides to go on a pilgrimage to 
the places where Jesus lived. He travels on 
foot, and by the ship. He has nothing with 
him but only asks for the food when he 
needs it, and people help him. 

When they reach the Holy Land, Ignatius 
is touched by the fact that he can walk 

the same land as Jesus did. 

He watches the land, houses, olive trees, 
paths, and he touches the soil, smells the 
grass on the Bethlehem plains where Jesus 
was born. He tastes the food, listens to the 
wind and birdsong, the humming of the 
river Jordan. He pictures himself walking 
with Jesus and his disciples, listens to His 
words and sees the miracles, shares His 
suffering on the Mount of Olives, is cru-
cified, rises, and he even finds the foot-
prints at the place where Jesus ascended 
to the sky. Ignatius wishes he could stay 
at these places forever, but his thoughtful 
brothers Franciscans do not let him, so 
he must return. How can he live for Jesus 
now? 

Try to imagine yourself walking with Jesus across the Holy Land 
and Him telling you His parables, teaching and blessing you. 

In the Land of Jesus
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Think about what you have done this week. List three things you 
are sorry about or ashamed of and three things 

you are proud of or grateful for to God.

Even if Ignatius is poor and does not have 
anything, he always loves to help others in 
need. If he has some money from asking 
for, he soon gives it away to the poor who 
come to him for help.

He is even fonder of giving advice for 
other people’s souls.

Trying to be close to Jesus, he writes 
down everything he finds in his soul in a 
little notebook that he calls Spiritual Exer-
cises. With the help of this notebook, he 
helps other people search for answers to 
questions, helps them discern right from 
wrong, and teaches them how to love 
God.  

After talking to him, many people stop 
sinning, and they start to live in a way 
that pleases God. Some of them even start 
to imitate him and live for God just like 
him. 

The Poor Man Helping the Poor
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The Trial of His Spirit 
Ignatius seems strange to some people. 
Many do not understand him. Others 
are jealous of him. His barefoot friends 
also dressed in sack fabric clothes seem 
strange to them, too! People are even 
more suspicious of girls coming to have 
spiritual conversations with him. Ignatius 
is brought to court. 

He is even sent to prison
for some time! 

People examine everything connected 
to him. They question him about many 
things. It seems the strangest how a sim-
ple man without any special education 
has so much wisdom about God. Finally, 
they learn he is doing nothing wrong, 
and they release him. Ignatius realizes it 
would be very beneficial for him to finish 
school. 

If he gains more knowledge, he will be of 
even more help to people! He travels to 
Paris. 

Has it ever happened to you that others have not understood 
you and treated you wrong? Was it hard for you at the time? 

Can you still learn something good from it? 
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Friends in the Lord 
In Paris, Ignatius is a very hard-working 
student. In his free time, he begs to earn 
money to pay for his lodge and studies. 
He helps people and leads them to Jesus. 
He shares his lodge with two other stu-
dents, Peter Faber and Francis Xavier. He 
quickly becomes friends with Peter, while 
Francis finds Ignatius an old freak with a 
lame leg, and he does not want to waste 
his time with him. 

However, when Francis gets himself in 
trouble, Ignatius helps him out, and they 
become friends. 

Ignatius leads his new friends through 
the spiritual exercises, too.

Both of them decide to leave everything 
behind and follow Jesus, just like Ignati-
us. Soon, others join them. Together they 
study, pray and help people. They say they 
are friends in the Lord or Jesus’ associates. 

Try to be a good friend and stand by your friends when they 
struggle. That way, they can also learn through you how much 

Jesus loves them!
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Jesus’ associates promise God to live in 
purity, in poverty and to obey His will. 
They also become priests. They plan to 
travel to Jerusalem together, to the places 
where Jesus lived, where they would be 
closest to Jesus, proclaiming their faith 
to the nonbelievers. However, wars are 
spreading there, so the roads to the Holy 
Land are closed. Jesus’ friends leave for 
The City of Rome. 

Ignatius stops by a little church 
and prays. 

There, Jesus tells him that grace awaits 
him in Rome. Ignatius learns Jesus’ 
plans for him are different from what he 
thought. 

That he does not need to go to Jerusalem 
to be close to Him, but he can fulfil God’s 
will in the city lying before him. 

Jesus had a special plan for Ignatius. He also has a special plan 
for you. Ask Him What His plan for you is. 

He will definitely show you. If not today, then in time. 

Ignatius’ and God’s Plans 
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The Society of Jesus 
The Pope lives in Rome. The Pope is the 
leader of the Church. Maybe he knows 
the best way for Jesus’ friends to serve 
God? They visit Pope Paul III, kneel 
before him and ask him where he needs 
them the most in the Church. 
He comes up with many ideas immediate-
ly. He needs missionaries in India, China 
and Ethiopia, and he even needs evange-
lists in Europe. Ignatius and his friends 
decide to stay connected, so Ignatius 
writes down the rules. 

They name their order 
The Society of Jesus. 

Then, almost all of them travel around the 
world to spread the word of Jesus and His 
Gospel. Ignatius stays in Rome. He writes 
letters to his friends, encourages them 
and prays for them. One morning, Ignati-
us is found dead. He has gone to Jesus, his 
best friend. 

Ignatius was happy to obey the Pope, and so he fulfilled what 
Jesus had prepared for him. Who do you have to obey 

to not go astray? 



25



St. Ignatius of Loyola. Jesus’ Fiery Friend 
Children’s coloring book 

Illustrated by: Janja Račič  
Written by: Tina Čerin 

Translated by: Agnes Kojc 

Published by: Založba Dravlje (Dravlje Publishing House) 
Person responsible: Marjan Kokalj 

Design and page break: Lucija Perovnik 
Printed by: Tiskarna Januš (Januš Print House) 

Edition: 2000 copies 

Ljubljana 2022 

Visit www.zalozba-dravlje.si to find more offers of Založba Dravlje 
(Dravlje publishing house) and to order the coloring book.





This St. Ignatius of Loyola coloring book before you is a short biography of St. Ignatius 
of Loyola, whose 500th anniversary of conversion we celebrate between 2021 and 2022. 

In 2022, we particularly commemorate the 400th anniversary of his canonization.

The short excerpts show the picturesque scenes and drawings meant for coloring. Each 
drawing has its own color example which of course you do not have to follow – your 

child can be very creative here. They can read and color the story alone, or you can do 
it together and then talk about the question following each drawing.

The coloring book is suitable for children between 5 and 10 years of age; however, 
when adapted, others can use it as well.

May the reading, coloring and reflection bring you a lot of joy and spiritual riches. 

The Slovenian Jesuits


